April 12, 2021							PRST 243
Final Project Guidelines						Prof. Eva C. Vásquez
Due:  May 6, 2021.
Final Project:  Students will choose and complete one of the following final projects:  (5 pages, typed, double spaced, 1” margins, 12 pt., Times New Roman)
1.  An interview with a family or community member willing to share their migration experience, with an analysis of their experience reflecting on the reading and writing assignments discussed in our class.  The interview should include 10 questions and your analysis of the migration experience compared to the Puerto Rican experience discussed in class.  Possible subjects to discuss:  the migration (trip); housing; education; political participation; activism; working experience; language barriers; assimilation; connection to the place of origin; connection to home (place of origin) based groups in the U.S.; cultural participation in the U.S.; racial tensions; social tensions; among others.  (5 pages)

2.  An academic composition articulating and summarizing the main ideas discussed in our class regarding the Puerto Rican Community/ies in New York.  This composition should reflect the material studied in class.  You are encouraged to refer to specific authors, titles, etc., to discuss what you have learned in class based on one particular subject.  (5 pages) 
3.  A photo essay evidencing the Puerto Rican presence in New York, reflecting on the material discussed in class throughout the semester. (5 images/ 5 pages).  Images must measure 5X7.  You will explain the image and its relation to the material studied in class in the remaining space of the page.

Your final project must comply with all the criteria discussed in the document Rubrics for Writing Assignments (discussed in class) posted on Blackboard under Course Materials.
You could either:  a.  limit your project to one subject;  b.  develop a narrative threading a variety of related subjects; or c.  present a Puerto Rican related personal narrative .   For example, you may consider one of the following subjects reflecting the history of the Puerto Rican people in the United States:  the economy, politics, military service, laws that have affected the Puerto Rican way of life, the commonwealth of Puerto Rico, women’s issues, LGTBQ+ issues, migration, culture, etc.
Remember that you need to declare a main idea in the project. The final project requires that you cite materials discussed in class. 

Read the following descriptions of a photo essay:
“What Is a Photo Essay?
A photographic essay is a form of visual storytelling, a way to present a narrative through a series of images. A great photo essay is powerful, able to evoke emotion and understanding without using words. A photo essay delivers a story using a series of photographs and brings the viewer along your narrative journey. “ (from:  https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-create-a-photo-essay)

The development and discussion of your essay should derive from a minimum total of 5 photographs or other sorts of images.   A good proportion is:  half page (or less) image and half page (or more) writing.
The images should help you thread the narrative that illustrates the subject of your choice.  
Every image must be accompanied by a short essay, written on your own words (DO NOT CUT AND PASTE), demonstrating that you have studied and researched the subject.  
Quotes and citations are strongly encouraged.  Plagiarism is absolutely discouraged and will result in a final grade of 0 for this assignment.  In other words:  THIS IS NOT A COPY AND PASTE ASSIGNMENT, but rather a paper where you analyze and reflect on a particular subject supported by an array of images, as well as information researched for this project.  
Make sure to give credit to the photographers and/or illustrators whose images will form part of your research.  Failure to comply with these criteria constitutes plagiarism and will result on 10 points deducted from your project’s grade.
REVIEW THE RUBRICS FOR WRITING ASSIGNMENTS (Blackboard/Course Materials) BEFORE TURNING IN YOUR FINAL PROJECT.
For additional information or to see photo essay samples, visit:  
https://www.examples.com/education/photo-essay.html

